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ACT School Health Team – Who we are!

◦ Team of 8 FTE Registered Nurses and dedicated admin team 

◦ Operate school hours during school terms 

◦ Visit all non-government and public schools in ACT 

◦ Coordinate ACT Kindy health screens 

◦ Administer year 7 school vaccinations under the National Immunisation Program

◦ 2018, introduction of year 10 Meningococcal ACWY vaccine – funded by ACT 

Government



Benefits of a School Immunisation Program

◦ Programs across Australia have been operating for 80 years

◦ Schools offer the perfect location for one-off mass immunisation!



School Immunisation in the ACT – a 10 year snapshot

Year Vaccines Administered

2007 Year 7 -12 – HPV (girls only)

Year 9 – dTpa

2008 Year 7 – hep B, Varicella, HPV (girls only)

Year 9 - dTpa

2009-2012 Year 7 – hep B, Varicella, HPV (girls only)

Year 9 - dTpa

2013 Year 7 – hep B, Varicella, HPV – (for boys and 

girls)

Year 9 – dTpa, HPV (for boys only)

2014 Year 7 – dTpa, Varicella, HPV

Year 8 – dTpa

Year 9 – dTpa, HPV (boys only)

2015-2017 Year 7 – dTpa, Varicella, HPV



2018 School Immunisation Program



2017 ACT HPV Uptake Statistics
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New HPV Catch up scheduling for 2018



New HPV Catch up scheduling – based on age



Emerging Statistics – 2018 MenACWY

◦ 4473 consent cards 
returned (89% of total 
population)

◦ 3958 vaccines 
administered (81.9% of 
target population)

◦ 6 students refused

◦ 381 students absent (8%)

◦ 3x withdrawn consent

◦ 125 ‘no’ consent

◦ 50x students ineligible

◦ 11 Vaccines wasted.
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MenACWY – ACT 2018



Our Challenges

◦ Consent process - ACT remains paper-based.

◦ Inconsistent communication and location 
suitability within schools.

◦ Inconsistent parent understanding of vaccine 
risk vs. benefit and “social media” information.

◦ No “Catch-Up” system within school health 
system – relies on parents booking 
appointments with primary health care 
providers to complete course.

◦ Changes to HPV schedule and ‘Catch Up 
Scheduling’ from previous years.

◦ AIR updates and information sharing between 
health care providers.



Requesting information
.

http://www.health.act.gov.au/our-services/immunisation/adolescents

General Practice requests:
◦ Records from 2018

◦ Parent/Client can check their vaccination history through the myGov website.

◦ Before 2018 

◦ HPV doses - access the National HPV Register http://www.hpvregister.org.au or 

phoning 1800 478 374.

◦ Any other school vaccine (prior to 2018), phone School Health Team 6205 2086. With 

parental consent we can provide you with a verbal record.



Where to from here?

◦ Address the gaps in parent knowledge.

◦ Continue the prevalence of information for year 

6 parents in term 4 of school.

◦ Review of the consent form for ACT School 

Health Program.

◦ Continue to capture data on program delivery.

◦ Review of program for 2019 onwards to ensure 

appropriate timing in vaccine delivery.

◦ Continual upload of student immunisation 

records on AIR.
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Contact details

◦ School Health Team

City Health Centre

level 2 – 1 Moore st
Civic ACT

◦ Amy Beath – Immunisation Coordinator

◦ Schoolimmunisation@act.gov.au

◦ 6205 2086

www.health.act.gov.au/our-services/immunisation/adolescents


